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Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637   r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk 

Chairman Mr Ray Noakes 01403 700 521 raynoakes@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Andrew Riley 07917 101386 andrew_riley@btinternet.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

 

Apiary Meetings 

Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green  RH14 0AA 
 

 

 
 

 

SUNDAY 01
st

 March 2009 – Late Winter / Early Spring Check   

 2.00 pm 
 

 For those who are interested this will be preceded by Sunday Lunch at a local pub. 

Please contact Roger by Friday 27 Feb to book.  

 
 

Winter Evening Meetings 
The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood 
 

19
th

 February 2009 – Uses for Beeswax and Creative Products 
 

Liz & Derek Ready will provide an insight in to the many uses of beeswax and the 

methods employed in creating the numerous attractive items that they produce and 
sell. 

 

 

mailto:r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk
mailto:raynoakes@hotmail.com
mailto:andrew_riley@btinternet.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
../../../Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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21st March 2009 Beginners & Improvers Day – Pulborough Village Hall.  
 

This has now become our one big event of the year. It is intended for those who either haven’t 

got bees yet, or have had them for a year or so. There should be a flyer with this newsletter. 

Please print a few off and put on your local notice boards, or in shops, farm shops etc.  
 

Instead of Roger being on his feet for 6 hours, the task will be shared by Judy and Tom, but the 

content will be similar to previous years. 
 

This is a must for our beginners as we explain a lot that would otherwise take a long time 

discover. We have always had very complimentary comments, and our reputation for the 

presentation is so good that we have had attendees from as far afield as Wales and Suffolk. 

Good value and you get fed as well. 
 

See Link: http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Beginners%Course%2009.pdf or copy attached 

 
 
WGBKA   AGM  19

th
 MARCH 2009 Loxwood 7.30pm  – After AGM Event 

 
 
The AGM at 7.30pm at Loxwood will be followed by Roger demonstrating “How a Judge 
Judges”. We have a lot of beginners and some are interested in showing their honey. We 
have three shows where it is easy for our members to enter, the South of England Show, our 
own Honey Show that is always on Aug Bank Holiday Monday, and the National Honey Show. 
We hope that if you see what the judge is looking for you will be encouraged to enter in the 
future, or perhaps just improve the presentation of your honey. 
 

The purpose of the demonstration is to show members what a judge looks for, and how the 
end results are achieved. We will have a mock honey show that will only be three classes, 
two jars of light, two medium, and two naturally crystallised or soft set. We would like as 
many as possible to “enter”, so we have plenty to discuss. On the day everything will be set 
up exactly like a normal show, complete with judge and stewards, and “judging” will be in 
public, with relative comments. There will be no prizes, and the names of the “exhibitors” 
won’t be disclosed. Please treat it exactly as you would if you were entering the same 
classes in our own show. Don’t forget to send your entries to Karen. 
 

There will only be enough time to feature honey, not all the other things you would normally 
find in a schedule. The “schedule” is based on the 2008 WG one, except the crystallised and 
soft set are combined. Not many of our members attempt soft set honey, which is a pity as it 
can turn a honey that naturally sets hard or with a coarse crystal into one that is smooth and 
spreadable. 
 

The following links provide information on showing and preparing honey. 
 

http://www.irishbeekeeping.ie/honeyshow/honeyprep.html 
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/nhspub4.pdf 
http://www.beedata.com/data2/cleaning_marketing_honey.html 

 

 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Beginners%25Course%2009.pdf
http://www.irishbeekeeping.ie/honeyshow/honeyprep.html
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/nhspub4.pdf
http://www.beedata.com/data2/cleaning_marketing_honey.html
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  Lecture Notes from 15
th

 January 2009 
 

Christine Stevens – Creative Packaging and Legal Labelling 
  
Christine Stevens is a member of Chichester Division, and is well known to most of 
us as the organiser of the annual spring convention.  On the 15th January, over 20 
members braved the cold weather and were given a thoroughly enjoyable and 
informative lecture on Packaging and Labelling. 
 
Christine began by reminding us that as Bee-keepers, we have precious and highly 
sought after products.  We should be using this premise as a guide to promoting our 
Bee products. 
 
It was noted that today’s consumer was looking for a Local product, with less 
packaging in these Ecological times.  First impressions are of great importance, and 
the consumer would have different perceptions, dependant on its presentation. 
 
There were many uses for our products, as gifts, our own use as presents or daily 
consumption.  We should be promoting it as “An Experience” not just a grocery 
item. 
 
When we come to presenting our products there are a few things we should 
consider: 
 
• Is it clean  • Does it look nice  • Does it taste nice 
 
• Supply in Small Quantities (To lessen any chance of Crystallization) 
 
• Packaging is key – Know your market 
 
 
Christine then talked about the following areas on interest with regard to the various 
products: 
 
You should consider the following points when presenting jars of honey for sale: 

 

Jars 
 

• Clean and Bright   • No finger prints  • Recognised Quantities 

 

• Use different Jars depending on your market • Think about sizes 

 

Normally the 1lb Squat jar is used, but be inventive and maybe pick jars that have 

more Table appeal or are Designer Trendy. 
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Lids 

 

• Clean and perfect   • No Rust or Dents  

 

• Good range of designs  • Consider covering with fabric or paper 
 

Labelling 

 

It either sells your honey or fails.  Make sure it has the following: 

 
• Visual Appeal   • Carries a message  •  Has a brand identity 

 

• Style & Personalize it  • Tell them where they can get it again 

 

• Is it a Prize Winner?                • Ensure Labels are on straight 

 

• No creases on Label  • Make sure the label is waterproof  

 

• Use the same font  • Think about different labels for different shops  

 
Legality 
 
This is an important topic, as Trading Standards have a legal obligation to ensure 
the rules are properly adhered too.  They are very willing to help anyone who has 
any concerns with regards selling products.  Don’t be afraid to ask. 
 
The BBKA website has details (Attached) and as a general guide your labels must 
have on them the following: 
 
• Type of Honey – It must have 75% of a particular honey to be a Monofloral Type 
 
• Metric Weight before Imperial.  Metric must be used in all cases 
 
• Address of Producer and Postcode 
 
• Country of Origin 
 
• Lot Number   -  Needed for records and Traceability 
    (Best if small batches are used) 
 
• Best before Date  -  1 year suggested  - We want people to come back ! 
 
 
• Tamper proof labels -  Not essential, depends on the outlet. 

    (Picking up a Jar can break these labels) 
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Cut Comb 
 
There are various presentation items, the main criteria is: 
 
• Ensure it looks clean   • Cut it cleanly  • Secure the Lids 
 
Candles 
 
Ensure that you use Quality wax. For presentation, you could use Florists 

Cellophane to wrap them in.  It is fairly cheap to buy, or if you know a friendly florist 

they may be able to supply some at a discount.  The benefits are that you can see 

the product through the wrapping. 

 
There are legal Safety Warnings which Trading Standards require to be put on the 

packaging under their General Product Regulations 2005.   

 

Polish 
 

The main tip is to ensure the quality of the Organic Turpentine, as this goes off in 

time.  Consider selling to other types of customers like Joinery Firms, as well as the 

general public. 
 

Cosmetics 
 

Cosmetic items must be tested and licensed. 
 

Product ingredients are to be in Latin, under Cosmetic Regulations 2008. 
 

More details will be given on Derek and Liz Ready’s Lecture on 19
th

 

February.  
 

Don’t Miss it  !! 

In summary it was a great evening. Christine gave us a well informed 

and thoroughly professional lecture with many things to consider for the 

forthcoming season.   

Many Thanks   Christine  ! 

See if we can up the numbers for the next lecture.  25% is okay, 

but support your Association; and you can also learn lots of 

new things. I know I certainly did  !! 
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Patterson in Print 

 
There has just been an announcement from Hilary Benn that the Government have 

allocated some money for Bee Research. It is not clear if this is new money, or current 

money dressed up to look new. It sounds as if there is blame being placed on the low 

standards of beekeeping, and although undoubtedly there is some, there are some good 

beekeepers who are experiencing problems. 

 

I have to say I am struggling to find many reasons that are given for the need for 

research. I think there is a CCD bandwagon that everyone seems to latch onto, and I 

think this is because that’s all they know, but there are things that seem to get 

overlooked that are affecting bees all the time. How about Nosema ceranae? I recently 

read that in the US they have tested old bee samples and have found it was there 20 

years before it was detected. It is also fairly certain the same happened here. The viruses 

that are vectored by varroa have become a problem, but how many of us know much 

about them? The queen problems are still with us, and the “experts” won’t even accept 

there is a problem in the first place. There is plenty to do, and yes, we must all improve 

our beekeeping, not just our handling skills, but knowledge as well. I suspect all the 

things I mention above were imported on bees, and with the threat of small hive beetle 

and tropilaelaps, the answer seems obvious, don’t use imported bees or queens. 

 

At the last look all the colonies at Dounhurst are still alive. There were two small colonies 

that I didn’t expect would make the end of the year, but they are still hanging on. So far 

bees have wintered far better than last year, although I have lost two of mine, both of 

which had queen problems in late autumn. This winter has been much colder than last. 

Starvation will be a problem from now on and I have seen that already. One was a colony 

of Italians that were heavily fed in the autumn, but were dead in late December with 4 

frames of brood.  

 

We still have some way to go, and I suspect there will be colonies whose queens will fail. 

 

We have looked at what we do at the apiary and have decided to make sure we have 

more colonies run for honey production. It is felt that beginners should have the 

opportunity to handle large colonies as they would have to on their own at home, and we 

have had the situation where fairly experienced beekeepers have had fairly small 

colonies to handle. We have lots of things planned including one to one tuition, and 

themed events. I’m looking forward to it. 

We will be making additions to the website in the near future and there are several items 

already under “Practical Beekeeping”, with more to come, including a beekeeping 

calendar that tells you what to do month by month. Keep visiting on a regular basis.   

  

Roger Patterson. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

FRAMES            EACH 
 

 DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………………      60p 
 

 SN1  for National supers ………………………………………………      60p 
 

 Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………..  £1.00p 
 

FOUNDATION  
 

 Unwired National super ……………………………………………….      40p 
 

 Wired National super …………………………………….…………….      40p 

 (comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
 

 Wired National brood ………………………………………………….      70p 
 

APIGUARD 

 

Single treatment sachets (two required for full treatment of a colony).     Autumn 2009 

        price to be confirmed. 

 

Prices correct at January 2009.  Please note we only sell British Standard 
 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put 

together ready for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or 

telephone to Tom Moore, stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

BDI Insurance  

You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover 
will be null and void, so insure for the number you think you will have. Don't forget a 
swarm or nucleus is classed as a colony. 
 
 Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that 
causes the hive to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.  These are the two 
foul brood diseases and the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can 
be found at www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies 

due to other conditions or causes.  

 

 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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  Westminster Update.. 

On reading the article in Bee-Craft that there will be an extra £4.3 million 

funding for bee health I thought that you might like some photos of the 

Wisborough Green Demonstrators doing their thing in Whitehall ! 

 

We four were Roger Patterson, Suzanne Tilley, Diana Briault and Meg who was the most  

well behaved travelling companion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Diana Briault for the photographs 

 

We have been approached by Charles Keen a local beekeeper, who has the facility to produce 
Vinyl labels.  Print any size or shape waterproof vinyl labels in full colour.   
 
 If a true gold or silver background is required, only darker colour text or graphics can be printed 
on that type of vinyl.    Darker colours are best if a clear label is required.   For those designing 
their own labels, 300 dpi jpeg would be good or make the label larger than you want it.    
 
Those with computers Email or for those without a computer, post pictures / text required 
including colour / size and shape of label.  The label is priced on complete area printed, based on 
a 80mm x 55mm labels you would get 125 for £5, smaller labels you would get more, larger, less.  
 
No set up fee.   

 
Contact,    charlesk@webdoor.co.uk       Charles Keen. The Barn. Littledown Farm, Brighton Road, 

Lewes, East Sussex BN7 3JL    01273 480746 

 

mailto:charlesk@webdoor.co.uk
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 

 

County News –February 2009 

 
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most 
welcome at all Meetings 
 
 

Chichester – Contact John Stevens. – Email 
 ieem@compuserve.com 
 
 
Meetings will be at the Bader Arms in Tangmere and will commence punctually at 
7.30pm.    
 
 
18 February  
Preparing for the New Season including wax renewal  
Gerry Fry - Chichester Division  
 
 
18 March  
 
Annual General Meeting followed by  
“The Importance of New Queens”  
Roger Patterson, Chairman - WSBKA  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:ieem@compuserve.com
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Worthing Contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369  
 
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk  
 
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
  
Thursday February 12th 
 
A talk by Christine Stevens on creative packaging and the legal labelling of honey.  
 
Thursday March 12th 
 
Thurs 12th The coming season for beginners & improvers  
 
Thursday April 9th An evening with Alan Byham, our Regional Bee Inspector 

 

Federation of Middlesex Beekeepers 

 

The Federation are hosting a ”Beekeepers Day” on 14th February at Harrow Arts 
Centre.  Speakers include Norman Carreck, Margaret Thomas and Andrew Gibb. 
For more information, contact Mrs J Telfer – 020 8868 3494 
 

Can human society learn from insect societies? 
 
Dr Francis Ratnieks will be providing a Professorial Lecture in the Chowen Lecture 
Theatre, University of Sussex, on 17th March. Admission is free, but booking 
essential. 
 
Full details are available by following the link: 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/Units/alumni/pages/prof_lectures/francis_ratnieks.html 
 

Bee Health Funding 

The long running Bee Health Campaign has born fruition, when on 21st January, 

DEFRA announced an extra £4.3m to safeguard and undertake more research in to 

the health of bees. Of this, £2.3m will support the work of the NBU over the next two 

years with an additional £400,000 per annum towards bee research every year for 

the next five years.  

 

In response, BBKA chairman, Martin Smith pledged that the BBKA will continue to 

work with Government to ensure that funding is allocated to the most important 

issues facing bees and beekeeping in order to maintain healthy stocks. 

 
Please do get your application form and cheque to me as soon as possible, and if 

you need another copy of the details, or have any queries, please do call me on 

01243 533559 or email wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/Units/alumni/pages/prof_lectures/francis_ratnieks.html
mailto:wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com
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 WSBKA Annual Convention – 7th March 2009  
 
Enclosed with this month’s newsletter are the details and application form for the WSBKA 
Spring Convention 2009.  You will see that once again we have a tremendous line-up of 
speakers for the Convention.  As well as the main lectures, to be presented by Professor 
Francis Ratnieks, Dr Tony Williams and Mathilde Briens, delegates will be able to attend 3 
seminars from a choice of 7, and in addition Claire Waring will be giving us a short 
introduction to Apimondia 2009 which will be held in September in the lovely city of 
Montpellier in the South of France.  

  
We hope that you will find plenty to interest you at this year’s convention, and would 
encourage you to reserve your place promptly, as numbers are limited, and some seminars 
will be filled very quickly.  
  
Should you have any comments on this or previous conventions, suggestions for subjects 
you would like to see covered, or speakers to be invited to a future convention, please do not 
hesitate to drop me a note or email.   

  
Christine Stevens, Convention Organiser   Tel: 01243 533559 or email: 

wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com 

 

 
BBKA Exams. 
 

Those who have been keeping their own bees for over a year, can take their  
Basic Beekeeping Assessment 
 
This takes place at the apiary and is in two parts, handling a hive and theory. 
This Basic Assessment is the gateway to all other qualifications. 
  
To continue on the pathway, there are modular exams. 
 
In 2009, the Modular Examinations will be held on 21st March. 
 
Applications have to be in by 10th Feb. 2009. 
  
For further information, please contact: 
 
Rosanne Blacklock 
Harmony 
Melrose Place  
Storrington RH20 3HH 
or e-mail: rosanne@beesandhives.co.uk 

 

mailto:wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com
mailto:rosanne@beesandhives.co.uk
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BBKA  Spring Convention 
 

17 – 19 April 2009  Stoneleigh, Coventry 
 
 
Here:   http://www.britishbee.org.uk/news/spring_convention/index.shtml 
 
BBKA - Events Diary 
 

Here:  http://www.britishbee.org.uk/calendar/calendar.php   

Auction and Bee Market – 25th April 2009 
 
The Website www.wsbka.org.uk will shortly be updated with full details, or please 
contact Graham Elliott at grahammt@tiscali.co.uk   
  
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is 

usually a wide range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated 

sources. So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, 

please remember the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 

870 461 for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

National Honey Show  29
th

 – 31
st

 October 2009 
The show will again be held at Weybridge and like last year, free full annual 

membership is being made available to all who have joined our Association since 1st 

August 2008. This will entitle them to visit the show and to attend lectures throughout 

the 3 days and to enter exhibits in the competitive classes free of cost. 

 

The show organiser will send further information to qualifying members later in the 

year. 

 

Bee Craft goes digital 
 
Existing subscribers are being notified that they now have the option to view the 
magazine “on line” as well as receiving a printed copy. 
 
Members who do not currently subscribe are being offered the opportunity to view 
the November and December 2008, and January 2009 editions from the Bee Craft 
website, by following the link http://www.bee-craft.com/beecraft-goes-digital.php 
where it is also possible to subscribe to future editions of this really excellent 
publication. 
 
If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 
contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
 
 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/news/spring_convention/index.shtml
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/calendar/calendar.php
http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.bee-craft.com/beecraft-goes-digital.php
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com


 

Wisborough Green Division - West Sussex BKA 
 

Beekeeping Course 
 

Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non - Beekeepers 
 

At:- Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF.      
 

 Sat “21st March 2009.  Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m. 
 
The course will be suitable for those who would like to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will also 
be suitable for those who have kept bees for some time. It will largely follow the syllabus of the BBKA Basic 
Exam, but with variations. 
 
Subjects covered will include:- 
 
How to learn about bees          Different kinds of bees 

How bees live naturally and how we can manage them       What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water 

How bees store the crop          The 3 castes, queen, drones, and workers. 

What happens in a beehive and where          How to start 

The Wisborough Green Beginners Package         Choosing the type of hive and why 

Siting hives             Essential equipment 

Protective clothing            Handling bees 

Colony Management            Swarming 

Making increase            Dealing with the crop 

Feeding             The colony in winter 

 
 
Course fee £25 (£15 under16’s) per head to include lunch, refreshments, and a booklet “Basic Beekeeping” 
One free place for the organiser of a party of 10 or more as one booking. 
 
Enquiries:-  Roger Patterson r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk  01403 790 637 or 07976 306 492 
 

Booking:-  Andrew Riley, 3 Blakes Road, Felpham, West Sussex, PO22 7EB.   01243 823333,  
07917 101 386   andrew_riley@btinternet.com 
 

Cheques payable to WSBKA  Wisborough Green Div.. 

 

Web Site Visit us on www.wgbka.org.uk 

Prepare yourself for the coming season – now 
 

Pulborough Village Hall is off Lower Street. Turn down next to the Oddfellows Arms, right to the bottom and 
turn right into the car park. If this is full then use the main car park immediately before it. To avoid paying 

parking you will need to get a parking disc from local shops. 

mailto:r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/


MOCK HONEY SHOW 
 

2009 AGM  - March 19th 
 

WISBOROUGH GREEN DIVISION 
OF THE WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
 

CLASSES 
 
 

1.  2 X 1lb. jars light honey. 
 
2.  2 x 1lb. jars medium honey. 

 
3.  2 x 1lb. jars naturally crystallised or soft set (creamed) honey. 

 
 
 
 

SHOW RULES  -  PLEASE READ CAREFULLY ! 
 

1. Entries can be made by post, phone or e-mail to the entries secretary by 
Monday March 16th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
4. Exhibitors may make more than one entry in any class. 
 
7. The judge has the power to withhold awards through insufficient entries or 

merit. 
 
8. Extracted honey must be shown in BS squat honey jars, lids may be metal 

or plastic but not a combination of both in one entry. 
 
10. Labels will be supplied at the show, and should be fixed half an inch up 

from the base of the jar. 
 
11. While every care will be taken, the Association will not be liable for 

compensation for loss or damage from any cause whatsoever. 
  
13. Anything not covered by the above rules will be subject to National 

Honey Show rules. 
 



WISBOROUGH  GREEN MOCK HONEY SHOW March 19th 2009 

AGM 

 

ENTRY FORM 

 
 

NAME  ........................................................................................................................ 

 

ADDRESS  ................................................................................................................. 

 

..................................................................................................................................... 

 

PHONE   ............................................. 

 

I WISH TO ENTER THE FOLLOWING CLASSES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I HAVE READ AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE SHOW RULES 

 

 

 

.....................................................................................(Signed) 

 

 

 

 

Please send entries by post, phone or e-mail to :  

 

Mrs Karen Clemens, 20, Ifoldhurst, Ifold, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 0TX 

 

Tel.: 01403   751676   E-mail: clemens_karen@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

CLOSING DATE : Monday March 16th
 

 

mailto:clemens_karen@hotmail.com


Business guidance leaflet 

Guidance notes for honey packers 

Honey Regulations 2003 
Food Labelling Regulations 1996 
Weights and Measures Act 1985 

Application: For sales of honey to the ultimate consumer or to a catering 
establishment. 

General 

Honey which is prepacked should be labelled with the following: 

 the name; 

 the name or trade name and address of the producer or packer, or of a seller 
within the EC; 

 the country or countries of origin; 
 any special storage conditions; 
 a 'best before' date; 
 a lot mark; 
 the weight. 

Name 

This should be the one that is prescribed by law. The product may only be called 'honey' 
if it complies with the prescribed compositional standards and has had no other 
ingredient added to it. The name must consist of or include one of the following 
descriptions: 

 blossom or nectar honey; 
 honeydew honey; 
 comb honey; 
 chunk honey or cut comb in honey; 
 drained honey; 

 extracted honey; 
 pressed honey; 
 filtered honey; 
 baker’s honey. 

Note: In the case of 'blossom honey', 'nectar honey', 'honeydew honey', 'drained honey' 
and 'pressed honey', the name applied may be either the appropriate reserved 

description or simply 'honey'. Additional clarifying words may be applied to the name, 
e.g. 'clear', 'natural', etc, provided they do not mislead. 

It is common practice to filter honey under pressure to remove unwanted matter, e.g. 
small pieces of comb, dead bees, etc, and it is acceptable to treat honey in this way 
without it being required to be labelled 'filtered honey'. However, where fine filters are 
used such that a significant amount of pollen is removed, e.g. where honey is finely 
filtered to improve the shelf life and clarity, the product must be described as 'filtered 
honey', and not simply 'honey'. 

Where baker's honey and filtered honey are sold in bulk containers, the full product 
name must appear on both the container and on any accompanying trade documents. 



Baker's honey sold in its own right as a food must be accompanied by the words 
'intended for cooking only'. However, when used as an ingredient in a food, the reserved 
description need only be listed in the ingredients list if it has not been used in the name 
of the food, e.g. 'honey cake'. 

Country or countries of origin 

Honey must be labelled with the country or countries in which the honey was harvested. 
Where the honey is a blend of honeys harvested from more than one country, as an 
alternative to listing the various countries of origin, one of the following statements may 

be used, as appropriate: 

"Blend of EC honeys" 

"Blend of non EC honeys" 

"Blend of EC and non-EC honeys" 

Such descriptions can also be tested by analysis. 

If there is any reference to a particular plant or blossom (this can be pictures or words), 
the honey must have come wholly or mainly from that blossom or plant - i.e. the honey 
must be characterised by that blossom or plant. 

If reference is made to a geographical origin (e.g. Mexican), the honey must come 
wholly from that country or place. 

Baker's honey and filtered honey may not be labelled with additional information relating 
to its floral or vegetable origin; its regional or territorial or topographical origin; or its 
specific quality criteria. 

Durability indication and storage conditions 

A durability indication in the form of a 'best before' date must be applied to most 
packaged foods. Honey which is intended to have a shelf life in excess of three months, 
is required to be marked with at least a month and a year, e.g. 'Best before end Oct 

2005'. However, in order to be able to identify a particular batch of honey (see below), 
you may wish to also include the day, e.g. 'Best before: 30 Oct 2005'. 

Storage conditions that need to be observed for the food to maintain its quality until the 
date shown must also be marked on the label. 

Lot marking 

Each jar of honey should have a code on it that identifies it with a single batch. This 
could be all the honey which is packed in one day, for example. You can use a best 
before date (if it indicates at least a day and month), a number, or some other code. If 
you do not use a date, it may be best to put an 'L' in front of the code to make it clear 
that it is a lot mark. The lot mark can appear anywhere on the jar unless you are using 

the best before date as the lot mark. 

Honey sold only from the premises on which it was packed does not need to be lot 
marked. However, it is advisable to lot mark all jars anyway, so that if there is a 
problem, the honey can be easily traced back to the batch from which it came. 



General provisions 

Any information required to be given must appear either on the packaging; on a label 
attached to the packaging or on a label clearly visible through the packaging. The ticket 
or label must be easy to understand and indelible. Such information must not be hidden, 
obscured or interrupted by any other written or pictorial matter. 

Where honey is sold loose or prepacked for direct sale, the labelling information may 
appear on a label, ticket or notice that is readily discernible to the intending purchaser. 

Where honey is sold other than to the ultimate consumer, the required labelling 
information may be provided in an accompanying commercial document. 

Weight marking 

With the exception of chunk honey and comb honey, honey may only be packed in 
certain metric quantities. These are as follows: 

57g, 113g, 227g, 340g, 454g, 680g, or a multiple of 454g. 

The imperial equivalent may also be shown in addition to, but not instead of, the metric 
indication, i.e. 2oz, 4oz, 8oz, 12oz, 1lb, 1 1/2lb, and multiples of 1lb. 

The metric indication must be more prominent, and for most packs it must be at least 
4mm high. The imperial marking must be no larger than the metric one. Note that the 
quantity shown should be the net weight, i.e. the weight of the honey without the weight 
of the jar, lid and label. 

The weight marking, name of the honey, and the best before date should be in the same 
field of vision. 

Weight control 

Honey can be filled to either minimum quantity (each jar should be at or above the 
declared weight), or to average weight. 

For minimum weight, each jar or container must be individually weighed on a scale that 
has been tested and approved for trade use. 

For average weight, there are certain rules - the 'packers rules' - which must be 
followed. These allow for some weights to be a certain amount below the weight shown 
on the jar, provided that the average weight is equal to or above that weight. If you feel 
you need a copy of the packers rules, please ask your local trading standards service. 

The easiest thing to do is to fill each jar either by eye or on a scale, then check a few 
from each batch and make sure that the weights are all at or above the weight declared. 
For this check, you should use a scale which you know is accurate - a stamped shop 
scale is ideal. You must remember to take away the weight of the empty jar and lid. To 
get this tare weight, weigh ten jars plus lids and use the weight of the heaviest. 

If you find that some of the weights of full jars are low, you will need to weigh every jar 
from that batch, and remove all the ones that are low. You can then top these up and 
re-check them. 



You should keep a note of the checks you have made, which should include the time and 
date of weighings, the weights found, and what the weight should have been. You should 
keep the record of these checks for a year. 

The number of jars you need to check will vary with the size of the batch. For guidance, 
it is likely to be sufficient to check three out of batches of 50 jars or less, five out of 
batches between 50 and 100, and seven or eight for batches of over 100. 

Nutrition labelling 

There seems to be some confusion amongst packers as to whether or not this is 
required. Nutrition labelling is optional unless a claim is made, e.g. "this honey is high in 
energy". In this case, a nutrition statement must be on the labelling and should include, 
as a minimum, the amount of energy, protein, carbohydrate and fat in 100g of the 
honey. This can be calculated using analysis or using tables, but it maybe simpler not to 
make a claim in the first place. 

Organic claims 

If you are marketing your honey as organic, please see our specific leaflet 'A guide for 
producers, processors and packers of organic products' which explains the extra legal 
controls which apply. 

Voluntary labelling 

The British Importers and Packers Association (BHIPA) adhere to a voluntary labelling 
code whereby all honey on retail sale includes a warning statement that "honey should 
not be given to infants under 12 months of age". This is a precautionary measure 
against possible infant botulism which could potentially arise from the presence 
of Clostridium Botulinum spores in honey. Although this is not a statutory requirement, 

the trading standards service supports this voluntary warning for infants under twelve 
months. 

What are the consequences of non-compliance? 
Failure to comply with these requirements is a criminal offence. 
The maximum penalty on conviction is a fine of £5,000. 

Please note 

This leaflet is not an authoritative interpretation of the law and is intended only for 
guidance. For further information, please contact your local trading standards service. 

Last reviewed/updated: October 2008 

This leaflet is relevant for the following nations only: 

 England 
 Wales 
 Northern Ireland 

 

http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/cgi-bin/bglitem1.cgi?file=badv086-1111.txt
http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/cgi-bin/bglitem1.cgi?file=badv086-1111.txt
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The convention has again attracted top speakers, to cover a wide range of topics throughout the 
day.  As well as the main lectures, there is the opportunity to attend three additional seminars on 
different specialist subjects.  Please indicate your three first choices, and also three second 
choices, as there will inevitably be some clashes, but we will do our best to meet your individual 
wishes.  Please apply as soon as possible to have the best chance of attending your preferred 
seminars.  We hope there will be plenty to interest you. 
 
Professor Francis Ratnieks is the UK’s only professor of Apiculture, and since February 2008 
has been based at Sussex University where he is head of the Laboratory of Apiculture & Social 
Insects (LASI). Having studied entomology at Cornell University, New York State, where he 
obtained his MS and PhD, Professor Ratnieks has taught bee biology and carried out bee 
research around the world, including 13 years spent in the US.  From 1989 – 95 he was post 
doctoral researcher in honey bee biology at the University of California, at the same time as being 
involved in commercial bee management and pollination programmes.  He returned to the UK in 
1995 taking up the post of Lecturer in Zoology at Sheffield University, where he founded LASI.  
We are privileged to have Professor Ratnieks here to tell us about his work at Sussex University - 
Honey Bee Health and Well Being: Sussex Plan of Research. 
 

Dr Tony Williams, is a Senior Lecturer in Clinical Immunology & Allergy and Consultant Clinical 
Immunologist at the University of Southampton. He studied Medicine at University College 
London, undertaking an intercalated BSc in Pharmacology. His post graduate clinical training in 
Clinical Immunology and Allergy was undertaken at Cardiff, Oxford and Southampton University 
hospitals.  Dr Williams was appointed as a Senior Lecturer in Clinical Immunology and Allergy in 
2006 and has been an Honorary Consultant Clinical Immunologist since 2004.  He is head of the 
Immunology services at Southampton University Hospital Trust, providing diagnostics, inpatient 
and outpatient services for autoimmune, immunodeficiency, allergic and lymphoproliferative 
disorders.  Dr Williams will be explaining some of the mysteries of Bee Sting Allergy. 
 
Mathilde Briens  is the Research and Development Manager of Inscentinel Ltd., Mathilde Briens 
is an environmental scientist with a Masters in business and administration.  She grew up in a 
family of amateur beekeepers in Normandy and worked in a bee research lab in France 
collaborating with Rothamsted Research, in Harpenden, Herts.  From this collaboration came the 
idea of using honeybees as sniffer bees.  Inscentinel Ltd. was set up in 2003 and the 
company is still based at the Rothamsted Research Institute.  At the Convention she will be telling 
us about The Sniffer Bees Technology 
 

Joyce Pope is a highly respected naturalist and prolific author of books on plants and animals.  
She will be explaining the relationship between plants and insects, and how shape and colour 
work to attract the appropriate insects to different plants. 
 
Claire Waring  has kept bees for 27 years since attending classes by George Somerville and 
Adrian Waring at Northampton college of agriculture. Joining her local association she was soon 
involved in the Newsletter production and programme organisation. She then worked for BIBBA, 
organising conferences and working on their publications. Similar work for BBKA led to her 
election to the Executive, subsequently as General Secretary. 

She has edited Bee Craft since 1997, during which time it has changed out of all recognition, 
becoming a world class publication, winning 4 Gold Medals at Apimondia 2007.  
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Claire was a founding Director of Bees Abroad and is involved in a variety of their projects, 
including organising beekeeping trips overseas.  

Greatly interested in photography, Claire was taught insect macro-photography by her husband, 
Adrian. Her pictures of bees in Beecraft are the envy of all of us with an interest in photography, 
and she will share with us some of her techniques and tips in her seminar on Photographing 
Bees.  At the end of the afternoon she will also give us an introduction to Apimondia – this year 
to be held in Montpellier, France, an event not to be missed.  

 

Monica Lucas – Bee Friendly Flowers   Monica is a member of Chichester Beekeepers and has 

now retired from a life of various careers.  Her interest in horticulture developed over a six year 
period working in the GLC Parks Department where she secured formal qualifications and 
subsequently worked with Dr Peter Thompson on his retirement from the seed bank at Wakehurst 
Place. In the interim, she has run her own nursery in Somerset, and after managing the village 
shop and post office for 9 years and has now retired to tend her large garden and four hives of 
bees in Sidlesham.   
 
Roger Patterson Currently chairman of WSBKA and a member of the BBKA Executive, Roger 

has kept bees for over 40 years, at one stage running some 130 colonies. He now has 30 hives of 
his own as well as managing the Wisborough Green training apiary of 20-25  hives.   Roger has 
been making Mead for many years, and has received awards for it both locally and nationally.  At 
the Convention this year he will give us an insight into how we can all achieve satisfying results 
with Simple Mead Making. 
 
Andy Willis was born in Southampton in 1965, and became a professional horticulturalist 
specialising in small estates and fruit and vegetables. This led him to beekeeping when he started 
a new job in South Lincolnshire during April 1991. Here it was the gardener’s job to look after the 
8 colonies of bees.  He relocated back to Southampton in April 1995 but having been bitten by the 
‘bug’ he brought the best colony back and joined S&DBKA in 1997. After a serious illness in 2004, 
he is no longer able to work, so spends his time looking after his bees. He first exhibited honey & 
wax at the Hampshire Autumn Convention in 2004 since when he has won numerous trophies.  
He is also in great demand for his talks and he will be sharing with us his techniques for 
Preparing Beeswax.  His wax purification system has been devised, by trial and error, and his 
talk breaks down this process into simple steps so that any beekeeper can get the best quality 
and maximise their wax harvest at the same time using only basic kitchen equipment. 

 
Ian Davison has been keeping bees since the age of about 12 and he rapidly became interested 
in breeding his own queens in order to improve and expand his stock.  He now helps to run 
Blackhorse Apiaries in Woking which provides training for beekeepers in Surrey at the same time 
as running some 200 hives for honey production and the production of nuclei for sale.  Ian will be 
providing an insight into his methods of Queen Rearing. 
 
Alan Byham Is well known and respected as Regional Bee Inspector with responsibility for 
Sussex, Surrey, Kent and Greater London.  Understanding the life cycle of the varroa mite is 
key to being able to manage the threats to our bees.  Alan will be giving a fascinating insight into 
the live of possibly the greatest threat that honey bees have faced in their history. 
 

The Course Fee is £13 for the whole day if paid in advance (received by Monday 2nd March), or 
£15 on the day (subject to space being available and the choice of seminars may be limited).  Tea 
and coffee during the day are included, but the Centre Restaurant will not be open.  Should you 
require further details, please contact Christine Stevens on 01243 533559 or email 
wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com or see the website www.wsbka.org.uk 

 

Attached is an application form that can be used for up to two delegates. This should be 
completed and returned with your cheque, made payable to the WSBKA, to Christine Stevens as 
soon as possible.  It will be acknowledged with tickets and a location map, for which a stamped 
addressed envelope would be appreciated.   

mailto:wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com
http://www.wsbka.org.uk/


To: Christine Stevens, 24a Haleybridge Walk, Tangmere, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 2HG 
 

Please send me …….. tickets for the WSBKA Convention to be held on Saturday 7th March 

2009. I enclose a cheque for £………. made payable to ‘WSBKA’ 

A stamped addressed envelope would be much appreciated 
 
DELEGATE 1 
 
Name…………………………………………….(please print)   Telephone No.  ……………..…… 

 
Address  …………………………………………………………………………………………….……  

 
Post Code  ………………………   Email   …………………………………………………………… 
 

Seminar Choice – You can attend three seminars.  Please indicate three first and three 
second choices in case of some of your preferred seminars clashing with each other 
 

 Preference 
1 Preparing Beeswax – Andy Willis First / Second / last 

2 The Life Cycle of the Varroa Mite – Alan Byham First / Second / last  

3  Insects & Flowers – Joyce Pope  First / Second / last  

4 Queen Rearing – Ian Davison First / Second / last  

5 Simple Mead Making – Roger Patterson First / Second / last  

6 Photographing Bees – Claire Waring First / Second / last 

7 Bee Friendly Flowers – Monica Lucas First / Second / last 

 
DELEGATE 2  

 

Name…………………………………………….(please print)   Telephone No.  ……………..…… 

 
Address  …………………………………………………………………………………………….……  

 
Post Code  ………………………   Email   …………………………………………………………… 
 

Seminar Choice – You can attend three seminars.  Please indicate three first and three 
second choices in case of some of your preferred seminars clashing with each other 
 

 Preference 
1 Preparing Beeswax – Andy Willis First / Second / last 

2 The Life Cycle of the Varroa Mite – Alan Byham First / Second / last 

3  Insects & Flowers – Joyce Pope  First / Second / last 

4 Queen Rearing – Ian Davison First / Second / last 

5 Simple Mead Making – Roger Patterson First / Second / last 

6 Photographing Bees – Claire Waring First / Second / last 

7 Bee Friendly Flowers – Monica Lucas First / Second / last 



Dear Area and Specialist Member Secretaries, 

  

Please find attached a press release issued earlier today regarding increased Defra funding for bee 

health research and the BBKA’s response. 

  

This change in Defra policy is in no small way down to the efforts of you and your members over the 

last eighteen months and for which you should all be very proud. The next step is to make sure it gets 
invested in the right projects and you can rest assured the BBKA Executive will be working hard to 

ensure its voice is heard when that time comes. 

  

Please circulate to your membership. 

  

Many thanks 

  

Regards 

  

Mike Harris 

General Secretary 

British Beekeepers Association 

Tele +44 (0)2476 690666 

 



Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London SW1P 3JR 

 
Telephone 020 7238 1134 
Fax 020 7238 5529 

Out of hours telephone 020 7270 8960 
Out of hours fax 020 7270 8125 
Website www.defra.gov.uk 

News Release 
News Release ref :10/09  

Date:21 January 2009   
 

£4.3 MILLION BEE HEALTH FUNDING INCREASE ANNOUNCED 

 

An extra £4.3 million to safeguard and undertake more research into the health of bees 

was announced by Environment Secretary Hilary Benn today.  

 

Mr Benn said that nearly £2.3 million over the next two years would support the work of the 

National Bee Unit in its efforts to help England’s beekeepers deal with the problems facing 

their bee colonies.  

 

This will include identifying all those who keep bees and providing expert advice to them 

on tackling pests and diseases and applying good husbandry.  

 

In addition, Defra will put an extra £400,000 towards bee health research every year for 

the next five years.  This extra funding – a total of £2 million – forms part of a 

comprehensive bee health strategy, which is under development. 

 

Over the last two years Britain’s bee colonies have suffered significant losses due to a 

combination of potential issues including the weather, the varroa mite, and other factors 

requiring further investigation by researchers.  

 

Speaking today at the Royal Society of Chemistry, Mr Benn said: 

 

“Bees are vulnerable to a number of threats. Pests and diseases, when combined with 

poor summers can leave colonies unable to survive the winter. 

 

“We must get to grips with this, to see just how serious a problem it is, what the impacts on 

pollination are, and what we can do in response.  



 
 
 
 
 
“So today I am announcing an additional £4.3 million of funding, targeted at bee disease 

surveillance, education and research.”  

 

Mr Benn also highlighted the important role science will have to play in producing enough 

food to feed nine billion people by 2050, while simultaneously protecting the environment.  

 

He continued: 

 

“We must ensure that in meeting demand today we don’t destroy our ability to feed 

ourselves tomorrow. 

 

“We’re trying to find ways of producing more food, for more people, using less energy, less 

fertiliser and less pesticide, while producing fewer greenhouse gases – and we’ve got to 

do all that with limited land and limited water. 

 

“I believe that we have the knowledge and the technology to do this, but the perfect storm 

of climate change, environmental degradation and water and oil scarcity, threatens our 

ability to succeed.  

 

“It is science that will help steer us through that storm.” 

Notes to editors: 

 
1.  Defra will publish its Bee Health strategy and  further details of  how this funding 

will be allocated in the coming weeks, after the National Audit Office publish its 
report on Animal Health.  
 

2. More information on Defra’s bee health programme can be found on the Defra 
website www.defra.gov.uk/hort/bees/index.htm and more on the work of the 
National Bee Unit (NBU)can be found on the Beebase website 
https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/. Beekeepers can register with the NBU on line at 
https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/public/register.cfm or by contacting the NBU on 
01904 462510 or email nbu@csl.gov.uk. On registering beekeepers can request a 
free apiary visit by a Bee Inspector who will provide advice on disease recognition, 
control and husbandry. 

 
 

Press enquiries 020 7238 6094; Public enquiries 08459 335577; 

Press notices are available on our website 
www.defra.gov.uk 

Defra’s aim is sustainable development 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to Defra's mailing list go to: http://nds.coi.gov.uk 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/hort/bees/index.htm
https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/
https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/public/register.cfm
mailto:nbu@csl.gov.uk


The British Beekeepers' Association 
National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh-park, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire CV8 2LG 

 

 

 

STATEMENT 
 

 

 

The British Beekeepers Association is pleased to see that its sustained 
campaign to increase funding for bee health research  has been recognised 
by the Government and that an extra £400,000 a year for the next five years 
will be found for much needed research. 
 
The overwhelming support of the public for bees was clearly demonstrated 

during 2008 when over 140,000 people signed a BBKA petition to increase 
this research funding from Government. 
 
BBKA chairman Martin Smith, said: ”Honey bees are a vital part of the eco 
system and beekeepers are the nation‟s, nearly all unpaid, custodians of 
these important insects.  
 
“The BBKA will continue to work with Government to ensure that funding is 
allocated to the most important issues facing bees and beekeeping so that 
we can maintain healthy stocks. 
 
“The BBKA survey of members showed that bee numbers declined by 30% 
during winter 2007/8 and beekeepers are anxiously waiting to see how their 
bees fare this winter. 
 
“Properly funded research into the causes of the decline in numbers is vital. 
The BBKA welcomes the Government „s announcement as the start to 
finding the £8 million required over the next five years for bee health 
research.” 
 
 
 

ENDS 

 

 

21 January 2009 
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